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v modal shift project of (pc*m--
n?J_l)r) garganiuan proportions has
been unveiled in Iraly by a Genoa-
based company, Inizaitaive
Logistiche St (i.log).

Called Metrocargo, the con-
cept received the 2004 environ-
mental innovation award spon-

sored by the Tombardia regional

government. A prototype instal-
lation is due o be set up by the
f‘nd of 2006.

Metrocargo uses the existing rail
infrastricture, but loading unirs -
swap bodies and conrainers - are
transferred horizontally berween

; [ hort haul ) truck and (main ha )

rail via a flat platform, using con-
weyor and/or roller technology.
No technical details are cur-
rently available but, according ta
(Guido Porta, fmanaging dm,atm of
\clrcr (Servizi VFerriviarie),
'WIEFLDLEITED is entirely consistent
|Wi[h the national modal shift ob-
jJectives as currently expressed
“hroug,h the Motorways of the Sea
iproject and will interface with is-
land-mainland and wider Medi-
jterranean-[talian shipping ﬂows

U'Ie scope of the Me{frlmrqo pmrr'r! s Hﬁr'nmmn’a

Serfer, an arm of TS Cargo
SpA, operates a fleer 0f130 locos
and is responsible for some
400,000 wagor 1 shipments anually,
Porta envisages a Metrocargo net-
work with 25 terminals located on
the main Tirrenian and Aepean

nvestment cogl nf E12 il jper

northesouth il wxes and on e

strategic east-west transversal e
(north, centre and south), fnflu-
encing 90, per cent of the o

miass of the Leall; e peninsula,
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